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Membership Benefits
Invest in your business – and our community! – by becoming a 
member of the GREATER PORTAGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Feature your business at many networking events.

Be recognized in the community through 
State and National Award programs.

Participate in many advertising opportunities.

Link your business to the Portage Chamber website.

Your company's information will be listed online 
in the Portage Chamber business directory.

Participate in legislative conference 
calls on a regular basis with our city, 

county and state officials.

Chamber Member
OPPORTUNITIES:

RISE, SHINE & 
SHARE

2nd Thurs 
every other month

8:00 AM

Location TBD
MIDWEEK

MINGLE

4th Wed of each month
4 PM – 6 PM

Locations rotate monthly 
to a member’s

business

LAMPPOST
HOLIDAY
BANNERS

Nov – Jan
Banners are placed
along Central Ave & 

Founders SquareAMBASSADOR
COMMITTEE

MEETING

2nd Mon of each month
8:00 AM 

(Location varies)

PORTAGE 
PRESS

Our E-Newsletter is 
delivered every Wed.
Share your business 

news with the 
community!TALK TO 

THE COACH

4th Fri each month 
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM

at Portage Chamber
FULL CIRCLE 

YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS

Locations/times
vary every month

We are the central organization which businesses in our community use to promote 
projects, products and services that will benefit residents and other businesses in the 
Portage community.
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Portage Chamber is proud to partner with the following 
businesses in our community. With many thanks to:

Welcome to Portage, In-
diana and all the best that 
we have to offer!  Portage 
is a growing community 
just 25 miles away from 
the hustle and bustle of 
Chicago. With its serene 
area beaches and parks, 
Portage seems like a 
world away from the big 
city.   Our Port of Indiana 
supports nearly 100 inter-
national vessels as they 
make their way every year 
from the Atlantic Ocean, 
through the St. Lawrence 
Seaway in Canada, into 
the Great Lakes and to the 
Port of Indiana-Burns Har-
bor. Visitors can tour the 
nearby Indiana Dunes NA-
TIONAL Park which offers 
camping, boating, swim-
ming, picnicking, hiking 
and nature viewing.
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Founders Square Park is our cen-
tral downtown location.  Located 
off of Central Avenue, this area 
consists of an entertainment pa-
vilion, splash pad, Hannah’s Hope 
park, which will allow disabled and 
abled children to swing together, 
newly renovated Police Dept. as 
well as a new Fire Station.  The 
Promenade, located in Founders 
Square, encompasses residential 
and commercial businesses for a 
beautiful downtown feel.   Found-
ers Square is a beautiful place to 
enjoy the market, movies, con-
certs in the park, car shows and 
many community events.   

It is an exciting time to be a 
member of the Portage Cham-
ber of Commerce. The Portage 
Chamber has nearly 400 mem-
bers. Events and opportunities 
are starting to flourish, with the 
decrease in Covid 19.  We are 
always creating new networking 
and promotional opportunities 
to help our member businesses 
succeed and grow.  Our month-
ly MidWeek Mingles and Edu-
cational Rise, Shine and Share 
Series offer great networking 
opportunities for our members. 

Other great events that allow 
our member businesses to gain 
visibility include the Portage 
Community and Business Night, 
with more than 700 attendees, 
this year our 39th Annual Spring 
Swing Golf Outing, in addition to 
our Portage “Fish-On” Outdoor 
Vendor Show.  

Our online business directory 
is another service the Portage 
Chamber of Commerce provides 
to the local community. Portage 
Chamber, Executive Director, 
Nancy Simpson has lived here 
for 26 years and agrees, Portage 
is a wonderful city to both live & 
work.  “Being a member and am-
bassador of the Greater Portage 
Chamber of Commerce has been 
a rewarding experience.   I have 
met so many remarkable people 
who have become great busi-
ness connections, friends and 
clients.  I encourage folks to be-
come active members and look 
forward to seeing their business-
es grow along with our wonder-
ful city of Portage!” states Mike 
Scanlan, 2022 Portage Chamber 
President and Financial Advisor 
with Edward Jones. We contin-

ue to offer “Member to Member” 
Deals as well as our “Gift Certificate 
Program” to encourage you to think 
local, shop local! By supporting the 
businesses in our directory, you are 
reinvesting in your community.

Portage has emphasized diversified 
growth as evidence of a healthy mix 
of commercial and industrial devel-
opment, especially on the North side 
in our Ameriplex at the Port Devel-
opment. The South side of Portage 
continues to grow with a sprawling 
new subdivisions. Our school district 
is second to none serving over 8,700 
students in the district.

If you are new to the city of Por-
tage and/or are interested in relo-
cating here, you will find a world of 
information in this Community Pro-
file Publication brought to you thru 
the efforts of the Greater Portage 
Chamber of Commerce.

All the best,

Nancy Simpson, 
Executive Director
Portage Chamber of Commerce

Nancy Simpson
Executive Director

Portage Chamber of Commerce
(219) 762-3300

portageinchamber.com 

6340 East Main St, Suite A
Portage, IN 46368

“I have met so many remarkable people who have become great business connec-
tions, friends and clients.   I encourage folks to become active members and look 
forward to seeing their businesses grow along with our wonderful city of Portage!”

– Mike Scanlan, 2022 Portage Chamber President and Financial Advisor with Edward Jones.
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Welcome to Portage, the City of Opportunity! Whether you are a resident, business owner or visiting our city, 
we have a vast number of opportunities for you to explore.

Our location at the southern tip 
of Lake Michigan provides quick 
access to Chicago as well as the 
nation’s interstate system. Con-
venient access to the Indiana Toll 
Road, as well as Interstate 80/94, 
allows residents and visitors a myr-
iad of opportunities for jobs, shop-
ping, recreational activities, and 
dining experiences.

We are also home to the Port of
Indiana and the Indiana Dunes
National Park.

Our access to Lake Michigan is high-
lighted through the West Beach 
and Portage Lakefront and River-
walk units of the Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Park, providing miles of trails 
for those wanting to hike the dunes 
and beautiful beaches to enjoy on a 
warm summer day.

The city itself has 15 parks, encom-
passing 650 acres of recreational 
opportunities, from playgrounds 
to picnic areas, a dog park and 
community buildings. The Prairie 
Duneland Trail and Iron Horse
Heritage Trail provide miles of 
walking and biking opportunities. 
The Marquette Greenway Trail, 
which traverses  the northern por-
tion of the city, will eventually link 
Chicago to New Buffalo, Michigan.

Downtown is Founders Square, a 
unique park nestled in the center 
of the city. Each Friday during the 
summer, it hosts the Market on
the Square including music, mov-
ies, and vendors. Music lovers can 
listen to free live entertainment at 
the amphitheater the first Sunday 
of each month during the summer 
months. Recently renovated and 
expanded Founders Square is also 
home to the Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, and Christmas cel-
ebrations in the city. It is also home 
to an all-inclusive playground, 
Hannah’s Hope, and a splash pad.

Imagination Glen hosts softball 
and baseball tournaments as well 
as the rugged Outback Trail, a 
BMX track and soccer fields. It 
is also home to our Light Up the
Gourds! Festival in October.

Learn of our history at Country-
side Park which is home to the
Alton Goin Historical Museum, 
operated in partnership with the 
city and the Portage Community
Historical Society.

Portage is home to steel mills and 
steel processing plants as well as 
several manufacturing, logistical 
and distribution companies, many 
at AmeriPlex at the Port business 
park, providing well-paying jobs.

Our retail districts, located at the 
I94 corridor, along Central Ave-
nue and along U.S. 6 offer nation-
al shopping opportunities from 
Walmart to Meijer to Menards and 
the recently reopened Emagine 
Theater. There are plenty of small 
shops dotted throughout the retail 
districts as well.

Choice in dining ranges from small, 
locally owned restaurants to casu-
al dining opportunities. Evenings 
can be spent enjoying a drink with 
friends and listening to entertain-
ment at various establishments.

Residential opportunities are 
booming in this city of approx-
imately 40,000 residents. New 
single-family homes are popping 
up throughout the city as well as 
apartments, townhomes and more 
to suit anyone’s lifestyle.

Public safety and services are a 
priority. We have the finest po-
lice, fire and street departments in 
the Northwest Indiana region and 
work diligently to provide them 
with the most up-to-date equip-
ment and technology.

We continue to move forward with 
projects to provide additional oppor-
tunities to present and future residents 
as well as our visitors. We are undertak-
ing multi-million-dollar projects to up-
date our wastewater treatment plant 
to provide services in the growing city. 
The Willowcreek Bypass is undergoing 
a $2.8 million improvement project 
and the Central Avenue West project, 
which will provide better mobility and 
walkability in the city, will soon be un-
derway. We’ve renovated City Hall to 
make it accessible to all residents and 
to provide more efficient services to 
the community.

Sue I. Lynch, Mayor

Whatever brings you our way, 
stop by, visit our city and learn 
about the opportunities in store, 
whether you’re a present resi-
dent, considering making Por-
tage your home or a business 
looking for a place to grow.

Sincerely,

Sue I. Lynch,
Mayor
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The City of Portage’s government consists of a Mayor, a Clerk-Treasurer, a seven-member common 
council, and a staff with a budget for police, fire, street and sanitation, parks, public works, 
community planning and development, water reclamation, and administrative services.

www.portagein.gov

Government Officials

CITY HALL:  6070 Central Ave, Portage, IN 46368

1st District:
Gina Giese-Hurst (D)
219-406-1413 
ggiesehurst@portage-in.com

2nd District:
Patrick Clem (D)
219-628-1448
pclem@portage-in.com

3rd District:
Scott Williams, Vice Pres (D)
219-689-8348
swilliams@portage-in.com

4th District:
Brian Gulley (D)
219-789-2569
bgulley@portage-in.com

5th District:
Collin Czilli, President (D)
219-455-0268
cczilli@portage-in.com

At-Large:
Ferdinand Alvarez (D)
219-902-9121
falvarez@portage-in.com

At-Large:
Deb Podgorski (D)
219-742-7527
dpodgorski@portage-in.com

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:MAYOR:	
Sue Lynch (D)    
Ph: 219-762-5425
slynch@portage-in.com 

CLERK-TREASURER:
Nina Rivas (D)   
Ph: 219-762-7784
Fax: 219-763-9607
nrivas@portage-in.com

PORTAGE TWP TRUSTEE:
Brendan Clancy (D) 
Ph: 219-762-1623
Fax: 219-763-9658
brendan.clancy@portagetrustee.org    

PORTAGE TWP BOARD:
Billy Coker (D) 

Nikita Momola (D) 

Eric Skalka (D)

continues on page 10 ▶▶▶
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Government Officials

PORTER COUNTY OFFICIALS:
Assessor: Jon M. Snyder (R)  
Auditor: Vicki Urbanik, CPA, CGFM (D)
Clerk: Jessica Bailey (D)  
Coroner: Cyndi Dykes (R)  
Prosecutor: Gary S. Germann (D)  
Recorder: Chuck Harris (R)
Sheriff: David M. Reynolds (D)
Surveyor: Kevin D. Breitzke (D)  
Treasurer: Michelle Clancy (D)

PORTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:		
District 1 (South): Laura Shurr Blaney (D)
District 2 (Center): Jeff Good (R) 
District 3 (North): Jim Biggs (R)

PORTER COUNTY COUNCIL:		
1st District: Eric Wagner (D)   
2nd District: Jeremy Rivas (D)  
3rd District: Greg Simms (D) 
4th District: Mike Jessen (R) 
At-Large: Andy Bozak (R)   
At-Large: Mike Brickner (R)  
At-Large: Sylvia Graham (D)

PORTER COUNTY SUPERIOR /
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES:
Superior Court 1: Michael Fish (R) 
Superior Court 2: Jeffrey Clymer (R)
Superior Court 3: Michael Drenth (R)
Superior Court 4: Christopher Buckley (R)
Superior Court 5: Mary DeBoer (R) 
Superior Court 6: Jeffrey Thode (R)

PORTER COUNTY GOV’T
 www.porterco.org

STATE OF INDIANA GOV’T
 www.in.gov

Governor: 	 Eric Holcomb (R)

Lieut Gov:	 Suzanne Crouch (R)

Atty General:	 Todd Rokita (R)

REPRESENTATIVES:

1st District: Frank Mrvan (D)

2nd District: Jackie Walorski (R)

3rd District: Jim Banks (R)

4th District:	 James Baird (R)

5th District:	 Victoria Spartz (R)

6th District:	 Greg Pence (R)

7th District:	 André Carson (D)

8th District:	 Larry Bucshon (R)

9th District:	 Trey Hollingsworth (R)

US Senators: Mike Braun (R)
	 	 	 Todd Young (R)

US Rep/Congressman: Frank Mrvan (D)

FEDERAL GOV’T
 www.usa.gov

◀◀◀ continued from page 8
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For more details on our sports programs, 
call the City of Portage Parks & Recreation Dept:

219-762-1675

Get Out & Play with

Portage Parks

YOU CAN REGISTER ONLINE AT: 
WWW.INPORTAGEPARKS.COM

YOUTH SOCCER

OUTDOOR:  SPRING
Registration:  Opens March 1st

Season Begins:  In April

Schedule: A week night practice 
   and a game on Sat.;
   6 games played total

Ages:   3-14 (Boys & Girls)

Where: Imagination Glen Park

Recreational League-Teams are
chosen at random.

R/NR: $55/$65

VOLUNTEER COACHES NEEDED!

OUTDOOR:  FALL
Registration:  Opens July 15th

Season Begins:  In August

Schedule: A week night practice 
   and a game on Sat.;
   6 games played total

Ages:   3-14 (Boys & Girls)

Where: Imagination Glen Park

Recreational League-Teams are
chosen at random.

R/NR: $55/$65

VOLUNTEER COACHES NEEDED!

VOLLEYBALL:  SPRING
Registration:  Opens March 1st

Men, Women & Co-ed Teams

Season:  April 7th – May 26th

Time: Games begin at 6:00pm

Day: Wednesday

Where:  Woodland Park

Ages: 18 and up

VOLLEYBALL:  FALL
Registration:  Opens July 1st

Men, Women & Co-ed Teams

Season:  September – October

Time: Games begin at 6:00pm

Day: TBD

Where:  Woodland Park

Ages: 18 and up

ADULT VOLLEYBALL

SOFTBALL:  SPRING
Registration:  Opens Feb 1

Season Begins:  In April

Time: Games begin at 6:00pm

Days: Sunday – Thursday

Where:   Imagination Glen Park

Ages: 18 and up

SOFTBALL:  FALL
Registration:  Opens June 1st

Season Begins:  In August

Time: Games begin at 6:00pm

Days: Sunday – Thursday

Where:  Imagination Glen Park

Ages: 18 and up

ADULT SOFTBALL
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FRIDAYS FROM JUNE 3 – AUG 19

MARKET ON THE SQUARE
Founders Square Park, Portage
Vendor booths: 3:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Vendor applications can be found at:
inportageparks.com/market-on-the-square

JUNE 3 Encanto

JUNE 10 Cars

JUNE 17 Frozen 2

JUNE 24 Coco

JULY 1 Finding Nemo

JULY 8 Luca

JULY 15 Moana

JULY 22 Lion King (animated)

JULY 29 Beauty & the Beast (animated)

Join us for Summer Disney Movies at Found-
ers Square every Friday from June 3 – August 
19 after Market on the Square. Movies start 
at dusk. Bring your chair or blanket, and your 
friends. Admission is FREE.

Bring your family and friends to Founders 
Square Park every Friday this summer from 
June 3 – August 19 for Fun-for-All Fridays!

MARKET:  From 3 – 9pm vendor booths will 
have fresh produce, fresh meats, unique 
crafts, food trucs/tents, live music, and more!

MUSIC:  Local musicians take the stage from 
6 – 7:30pm. (See sidebar for schedule.)

MOVIES:  The magic of Disney will start at 
dusk. (See sidebar for schedule.) 

MARKET: 3PM – 9PM   ~   MUSIC: 6PM – 7:30PM ~ MOVIES: DUSK

MUSIC IN THE PARK – SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Amphitheater
All concerts are from 6 pm – 7:30 pm
Head to the amphitheater to enjoy live music performances by these talented 
local musicians:

JUNE 3
E-Man

JUNE 10
David Hernandez

JUNE 17
John “Dondo”

JUNE 24
In Frequency

JULY 1
Chicken Dolphin 
Band

JULY 8
Kris and DJ from 
Stop.Drop.Rewind

JULY 15
Ally Christian

JULY 22
For Pete’s Sake

JULY 29
Amy McCormick 
& Aaron Harris

AUGUST 5
Chris and Lou

AUGUST 12
Chicken Dolphin 
Band

AUGUST 19
Dan Reisen

18
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To reserve a venue for your next event call us or visit us online!

219.762.1675   |   www.inportageparks.com

SHELTERS CAPACITY RESIDENT NON-RESIDENT
  FEE FEE

Ottawa 100 $125 $150

Arrowhead 50 $85 $105

Tomahawk 50 $85 $105

Wigwam 50 $85 $105

Mohawk 50 $85 $105

Imagination Glen 50 $50 $75

Gilbert Park 75 $60 $75

Woodland 300+ $500 $600
Park Grounds

Portage Parks has the venue for any event. From 
the elegant and refined to the noisy and colorful, 
Woodland Park, Countryside Park and Portage 
Lakefront and Riverwalk have the facilities and the 
sta� to help make your next event a huge success!

OAKWOOD HALL

SYCAMORE HALL

WOODLAND PARK COMMUNITY CENTER
2100 Willowcreek Road, Portage

• OAKWOOD HALL
Accommodates up to 650 guests

• SYCAMORE HALL
Accommodates up to 160 guests

• WOODLAND PARK — BLUE SPRUCE
Accommodates up to 65 guests

COUNTRYSIDE PARK
5250 US Highway 6, Portage

• COUNTRYSIDE HALL
Accommodates up to 90 guests

COUNTRYSIDE PARK

Rental Facilities
OPEN AIR PAVILION
Riverwalk Drive, Portage
Accommodates up to 480 guests

Our Open Air Pavilion is ideal for picnics,
corporate events, etc:

– Weekend rentals:  Fri/Sat/Sun
	 –	 Rental fee:		$800 flat for both
  residents & non-residents

– Kitchenette & bathrooms

PICNIC SHELTER RENTALS

  • WOODLAND PARK SHELTERS
    – Mohawk
    – Ottawa
    – Tomahawk
    – Wigwan
    – Arrowhead  

  • IMAGINATION GLEN SHELTER
    – West

SPORTS FACILITY RENTALS

  – Imagination Glen Softball Complex
  – Imagination Glen Trails
  – Woodland Park Indoor Soccer
  – Countryside Practice Field
  – Prairie Duneland Trail
  – Iron Horse Trail

2120
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City Departments

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
219-762-4204

The function of the Building Department is to promote public safety by enforcing building standards. Building Department 
services include:

Contractor Licensing:

Contractors and sub-
contractors must be 
licensed, bonded and 
insured to work in the 
City of Portage.

Inspections:

Inspect construction 
for conformance with 
the plan, the permit 
and with state & local 
building codes.

Plan Review:

Review construction plans 
to ensure they meet com-
pliance with our state & 
our local requirements.

Building Permits:

Permits are needed to 
authorize construction 
& inspections.

ENGINEERING/GIS DEPT
219-764-5746

Engineering: Geographic Information System:
Manages & provides GIS
information for the City of 
Portage.

Maintains & manages the 
City and utility GIS data 
base.

Manages the web
services pertaining to 
Portage City maps.

Provides resources to City 
Depts. related to assets, 
planning and mapping.

Oversees engineering
services for the 
Plan Commission, 
Redevelopment 
Commission, Board of 
Public Works and Safety 
and Traffic Commission.

Designs, manages
& inspects city 
construction projects.

Inspects private 
developer construction 
projects.

Reviews site plans and
subdivision plats for 
adequacy, accuracy and  
compliance.

Assists in grant
development and
administration

Manages consultants,
contractors & sub-
contractors.

Issues Right-of-Way
permits.

CITY DEPARTMENTS continues on page 26 ▶▶▶
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
219-762-7404

Randy Wilkening, Fire Chief

The Portage Fire Department consists of 62 full time, 
career EMT/Firefighters, of which 53 are also Paramedics. 

We respond to 6100 emergency calls annually from three 
staffed fire stations. 

Portage Fire has a Class 3 Fire Protection Rating while 
providing fire prevention and investigation services, water 
rescue capabilities and tactical paramedics to assist the 
Portage Police SWAT team.

PARKS & RECREATION
219-762-1675

Portage Parks provides quality recreation programming 
for people of all ages and abilities. Our 15 parks and 
trail system offer 612 total acres for the enjoyment of our 
community throughout the seasons.

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
219-764-5746

The Dept. of Planning & Community Development guides 
the physical development of the city and facilitates the 
translation of community values, goals, and objectives 
into everyday relationships with the built and natural en-
vironments. We do this by assisting in the following areas:

Planning:
– Prepare and maintain long-range growth strategies, 

including the City of Portage Comprehensive Plan,
City of Portage Northside Master Plan, Central Ave.
Business District Master Plan, and planning south of 
U.S. Hwy 6.

– Administer and update the City of Portage Zoning 
Ordinance, including Zoning Map and Subdivision
Control Ordinance.

– Assist petitioners with application procedures for the 
Plan Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, and 
Development Review Committee.

– Provide staff support to the Plan Commission, Board 
of Zoning Appeals & Development Review Committee.

Redevelopment/Community Development:
– Assist new businesses in the development stages.

– Oversee purchase/sale of City-owned property.

– Manage projects for the Redevelopment Commission.

– Work with other agencies on a regular basis.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
219-762-3122

Mike Candiano, Chief of Police

The Portage Police Dept. is comprised of 70 sworn 
officers, nine reserve officers, seven civilians, and two 
Chaplains. 

Our Divisions include: Administration, Patrol, Detective 
Bureau, Community Relations, Records & Police Reserves. 

Specialty Assignments include: SWAT, K9, Crash 
Investigations, Hostage Negotiations, School Resource 
Officer, Arson Investigations, Bike Patrol, Field Training 
Officers, Range Instructors, Emergency Vehicle 
Operations Instructors, and assignments to the Porter 
County Drug Task Force, U.S. Marshall’s Fugitive Task 
Force, and PCHIT (Porter County Hwy Interdiction Team.)

We have one full-time Code Enforcement Officer, as well 
as two full-time Animal Control Officers on our team.

Redevelopment activities are planned, financed and 
managed by a five-member Redevelopment Commission 
which was established in 1984.

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
219-764-5746

SAMMIE L. MALETTA PUBLIC MARINA
219-763-6833

Launch your boat, fish, or grab drinks, snacks and ma-
rine supplies from our City Marina, which also offers boat 
slips, restrooms and picnic areas.

STREETS & SANITATION
219-762-4564

Our Streets & Sanitation Department is responsible for 
Recycling & Trash Collection, Leaf & Limb Pick-Up, Snow 
Plowing and Road Maintenance.

UTILITIES
219-762-2016

Our Field Department maintains 175 miles of sewer lines, 
over 2000 manholes, and a large number of sanitary lift 
stations and storm water lift stations. They also manage 
storm water runoff to help keep polluted storm water from 
being discharged into local rivers and streams. The Plant 
Department treats wastewater.

	 Portage Stormwater:	 763-2986
	 Portage Sanitary:	 762-1301
	 Utilities Billing:	 762-7784

City Departments
◀◀◀ continued from page 25
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39th Annual
SPRING SWING –
GOLF OUTING
FRI, JUNE 17, 2022
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
River Pointe Country Club
6700 Country Club Rd 
Hobart, IN

8th Annual
CAR SHOW &
FUNDRAISER
TUES, AUG 9, 2022
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM
Rittenhouse Village at
Portage Senior Living
6235 Sterling Creek Rd

CHAMBER
NETWORK NIGHT
THURS, OCT 20, 2022
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM
Porter Cty Expo Center
215 East Division Rd 
Valparaiso, IN

ANNUAL BANQUET
FRI, NOV 11, 2022
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Woodland Park
2100 Willowcreek Rd

6th Annual
PORTAGE FISHING
& OUTDOOR SHOW
SAT, FEB 25, 2023
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
SUN, FEB 26, 2023
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Woodland Park
2100 Willowcreek Rd

19th Annual
PORTAGE
COMMUNITY &
BUSINESS NIGHT
THUR, APRIL 20, 2023
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM
Woodland Park
2100 Willowcreek Rd

2
0
2
3



32 33



3534

The PORTAGE SUMMER MUSIC SERIES will be collecting donations for the 
PORTAGE FOOD PANTRY and GABRIEL’S HORN SHELTER. We kindly request that people help us 
support our community by bringing in items to donate, such as: canned goods, nonperishable boxed food 
items, paper goods, toothpaste, toothbrushes, paper towels, shampoo, conditioner, hygiene items, etc. 
Cash donations are also accepted and appreciated.

Our Tuesday Summer Concert Series 
will take place inside Woodland Park’s Oakwood Hall:

2100 Willowcreek Road, Portage

MAY 30:  Memorial Day 
FOUNDERS SQUARE PARK

JUNE 3:  Relay for Life
WILLOWCREEK M.S.
4:00PM – 12:00AM

JULY 2:  Independence Day Parade 
& Festival 
FOUNDERS SQUARE

SEPTEMBER 17:  End of 
Summer Festival
FOUNDERS SQUARE
11:00AM – 9:00PM

OCTOBER: Light up the Gourds

DECEMBER 3: Mistletoe on Main, 
Christmas Park Lighting (holiday event)

FOUNDERS SQUARE

DECEMBER 4: Toys for Tots &
Kiwanis Chili Luncheon
FOUNDERS SQUARE

MORE EVENTS IN PORTAGE:
Hosted by Portage Parks & Portage Event Partnership
facebook.com/pages/category/Event/PORTAGEEVENTPARTNERSHIP/POSTS

35th Annual 
Christmas Craft Show
December 3 & 4
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Woodland Park
Sycamore & Oakwood Hall 
There will be over 70 quality vendors 
to help you get a jump start on your 
Christmas shopping! Concessions will 
be available for purchase! Door prizes 
drawn every hour.

Daddy Daughter Dance
NO TICKET SALES AT DOOR! 
February, 4, 2022
6:00 am – 8:30 pm 
Woodland Park/Oakwood Hall 

Mother Son Event
Friday, May 6th 
Woodland Park 
This year’s mother/son event will be 
something entirely new! We’ve rented 
a bounce house, bounce units, a slide, 
obstacle course & sports units. Come 
have a hoppin’ good time!

10th Annual Spring
Jewelry & Craft Show
Sat, May 14th
9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Woodland Park, Oakwood Hall 
FREE ADMISSION 
Please bring an item for the 
Portage Food Pantry. 

Wine & Canvas 
May 26th
Doors open at 5:00 pm 
Painting starts at 6:00 pm
Woodland Park, Oakwood Hall 
Cost:  $50
Cost includes canvas/dinner, limited 
open bar. 
**Must be 21 or older

Market on the Square
Market – Music – Movies
Every Friday, June – August
3:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Founders Square 
Amphitheater Vendors from 3pm to 
9pm, music begins at 6pm, movie will 
begin at dusk in June and July only.  

Summer Camps
Cooking Camp:  July 11–15
Craft Camp:  July 18–22
Sports Camp:  July 25–29
Water Camp:  Aug 1–5

Portage Cruise Night
Every Tuesday, June – August
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Front (East) Parking Lot at
Woodland Park 
FREE ADMISSION

Music in the Park
Market – Music – Movies
Every Tuesday, June – August
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Woodland Park, Oakwood Hall 
FREE ADMISSION but please bring 
an item for the Portage Food Pantry.

Harvest Festival
Sat, October 1
11:00 am – 7:00 pm 
Founders Square 
Food vendors, crafters, live music

Annual Haunted Hayride
October 21, 22, 23 
(Thursday, Friday & Saturday)
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 
Woodland Park 
Cst:  $3/per ride
Not recommended for children under 
3 years of age

Haunted Hayride Scenes Wanted
Does your civic club or scout troop 
need to raise money for a special 
project? Gather your friends and 
family members to create, construct, 
and operate a scene for the three-
day event. You will earn $200 for each 
scene and additional money for 1st 
through 3rd prizes.  
Contact the Parks Department to 
reserve your spot at 762-1675. 

CONCERTS ARE
EVERY TUESDAY

from
JUNE 1 – AUG 31

All performances are from
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

★ FOOD CONCESSIONS

★ CASH BAR

★ SEATING PROVIDED

★ FREE ADMISSION

JUNE 7
Jim Bulanda
Salute to the Stars 
Song & Comedy

JUNE 14
ReTurn2SouL
Pop Music and Vocals

JUNE 21
Chris & Lou
Great Music & Vocals 
Over the Years

JUNE 28
Clifford Tartaglia
The Rod Stewart Experience

JULY 5
Jason Martin
Jazz Trio
Jazz Music

JULY 12
Island 49
Jimmy Buffett 
Tribute

JULY 19
Harley Hehr
Music, Song, 
Comedy, Impressions

JULY 26
Joe “Niel”
Zirconia

AUGUST 2
Wolfgang
Hobart H.S. Girls Choir 

AUGUST 9
Oscar & The Majestics
60s, 70s, 80s and More

AUGUST 16
Dave “ELVIS” Thomas
Songs of Elvis

AUGUST 23
Mario Zavala

AUGUST 30
Rick Lindy &
TheWild Ones
Country, Pop and Rock

JUNE 7 JUNE 14 JUNE 21 JUNE 28

JULY 5JULY 5JULY JULY 12 JULY 19 JULY 26

AUGUST 2 AUGUST 9 AUGUST 16 AUGUST 23

AUGUST 30

Daddy Daughter Dance
NO TICKET SALES AT DOOR! 
February, 3, 2023
6:00 – 8:30 pm 
Woodland Park/Oakwood Hall 
Ages:   3 and up 
Cost:    $25 per person
Includes:  Dinner, beverage, 
dessert, music, and one 5×7 
memoir photo.  
Registration opens Dec. 1st

2023
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Demographics
GREATER PORTAGE, INDIANA

2020

Industry
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting & Mining

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities

Information

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, Rental & Leasing

Professional, Scientific, Management, 
Administrative & Waste Mgt. Services

Educational Srvs, Health Care & Social Assistance

Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, 
Accommodation & Food Services

Other Services, except Public Administration

Public Administration

City of Portage
76

1,182

3,202

332

1,448

1,332

254

569

1,731

3,464

2,019

898

820

0%

6.8%

18.5%

1.9%

8.4%

7.7%

1.5%

3.3%

10.0%

20.0%

11.7%

5.2%

4.7%

Ogden Dunes
4

13

78

19

30

8

4

45

163

191

20

30

4

1%

2.1%

12.8%

3.1%

4.9%

1.3%

0.7%

7.4%

26.8%

31.4%

3.3%

4.9%

0.7%

South Haven
35

334

235

61

362

97

15

82

129

474

343

91

58

2%

14.4%

10.1%

2.6%

15.6%

4.2%

0.6%

3.5%

5.6%

20.5%

14.8%

3.9%

2.5%

Management, Business, Science & Arts

Service

Sales and Office

Natural Resources, Construction & Maintenance

Production, Transportation & Materials Moving

Occupation
5,072

3,499

3,383

2,037

3,336

29.3%

20.2%

19.5%

11.8%

19.3%

City of Portage
436

47

76

20

30

71.6%

7.7%

12.5%

3.3%

4.9%

Ogden Dunes South Haven
511

430

535

407

433

22.1%

18.6%

23.1%

17.6%

18.7%

White

Black

Asian

Other

Latino (any race)

Race / Ethnicity Information
27,657

2,983

–––

1,955

6,473

74%

8%

–––

5%

17%

City of Portage
1,138

–––

–––

–––

–––

95%

–––

–––

–––

–––

Ogden Dunes South Haven
4,312

–––

–––

–––

539

84%

–––

–––

–––

10%

Labor Force Statistics
Population 16 Years and Over

Total Population in Labor Force

Total Number Employed

Total Population Not in Labor Force

City of Portage
29,411

18,446

17,327

10,965

100%

62.7%

58.9%

37.3%

Ogden Dunes
100%

64.0%

62.5%

36.0%

974

623

609

351

South Haven
4,053

2,436

2,316

1,617

100%

60.1%

57.1%

39.9%

continues on page 40 ▶▶▶
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2020 DEMOGRAPHICS FOR GREATER PORTAGE
◀◀◀ continued from page 39

Housing Occupancy City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven
Total Housing Units

Occupied Housing Units

Vacant Housing Units

Median Value

15,600

14,596

1079

100%

93.6%

6.9%

19,675

18,596

1,079

100%

94.5%

5.5%

625

534

91

100%

85.4%

14.6%

1,980

1,902

78

100%

96.1%

3.9%

$164,300 $160,900 $387,000 $125,300

Population Information City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven
36,524

17,326

19,198

100%

47.4%

52.6%

47,354

22,741

24,613

100%

48%

52%

1,132

604

528

100%

53.4%

46.6%

5,017

2,525

2,492

100%

50.3%

49.7%

22.3%

62.3%

15.4%

183

627

322

37.6 38.1 53.8 36.9

Total Population

Male

Female

Median Age (years)

Under 18

18-64

65 and older

Population Estimates
Total Population (2013)

Total Population Change (range)

8,211

22,976

5,337

22.5%

62.9%

14.6%

10,581

29,487

7,286

16.2%

55.4%

28.4%

1,092

3,097

828

21.8%

61.7%

16.5%

0.4%

1,206

-74

36,752

-228 -0.6%

47,153

201 -6.1%

5,093

-76 -1.5%

Household Statistics City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven
Total Households

Total Families

Homes w/Own Children Under 18

Married Couple Family Households

With Own Children Under 18

Non Family Households

Householder Living Alone

Householder 65+ Living Alone

Average Household Size

Average Family Size

Households w/Individuals < 18

Households w/Individuals > 60

Total # of Owner-Occupied House-
holds

Total # of Renter-Occupied 
Households

14,386

9,479

4,216

6,441

2,451

4,907

4,186

1,669

100%

65.9%

29.3%

44.8%

17.0%

34.1%

29.1%

11.6%

18,309

12,588

5,444

8,699

3,168

5,721

4,760

1,977

100%

68.8%

29.7%

47.5%

17.3%

31.2%

26.0%

10.8%

483

346

112

325

102

137

99

64

100%

71.6%

23.2%

67.3%

21.1%

28.4%

20.5%

13.3%

1,852

1,364

575

891

294

488

332

181

100%

73.7%

31.0%

48.1%

15.9%

26.3%

17.9%

9.8%

2.52 2.57 2.34 2.7

3.1 3.08 2.72 3

4,819

5,567

10,702

4,898

33.5%

38.7%

68.6%

31.4%

6,152

7,342

13,989

5,686

33.6%

40.1%

71.1%

28.9%

112

260

508

26

23.2%

53.8%

95.2%

4.8%

615

765

1,368

612

33.2%

41.3%

69.1%

30.9%

Income Information City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven

$59,731

$78,080

$27,674

$56,096

$33,284

$61,411

$72,356

$28,387

$58,485

$34,071

$137,083

$170,833

$66,189

$110,000

$82,857

$57,656

$62,851

$23,935

$51,895

$32,256

Median Household Income

Median Family Income

Per Capita Income

Median Male: Full-Time, Yearly

Median Female: Full-Time, Yearly
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Business Retention, Expansion & Attraction

Our Mission

Our Economic Development Services 
for the Greater Portage Area include:

• Site Marketing
• Site Selection
• Gov’t / Business Intermediary
• Local Incentive Assistance

New Business Attraction

• Facility Expansion
• New Equipment
• Training Facilitation Assistance
• Identification of Additional Resources
• Meetings & Educational Events
• Workforce Readiness

Existing Business Retention & Expansion
Our Vision
The Portage Economic Development Corporation (Portage 
EDC) will provide full service support for the development, 
growth, success, attraction and innovation of businesses in 
Portage. We will be recognized as a community leader through 
partnerships, facilitation technological development / training, 
regional collaboration and helping to build a skilled workforce. 
We are the trusted premiere choice for business opportunities, 
economic development and partnership. We support a quality 
of life in the Portage community.

6100 Southport Road
Portage, Indiana
info@portagein.org

portagein.org

Andy Maletta
Executive Director
(219) 762-9761
andy@portagein.org

PORTAGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CORP.

PLATINUM MEMBERS
– Cleveland Cliffs
– IBEW Local 531
– MonoSol LLC
– NIPSCO
– Northshore Health
– Northwest Health Centers
– SDI

GOLD MEMBERS
– Centier Bank
– Horizon Bank
– Port of Indiana, Burns Harbor
– St. Mary Medical Center

SILVER MEMBERS
– Holladay Properties
– Indiana American Water Co.
– McColly/Bennett 

Commercial Real Estate
– NLMK Indiana
– PSC Machining & 

Engineering, Inc. 
– Ratner Steel Supply Co.
– The Ross Group
– Samuelson Insurance Agency

BRONZE MEMBERS
– Covanta
– First State Bank of Porter
– Hodges & Davis PC
– Pangere Corporation (The)
– Vidimos Inc.
– Yongli America
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STOP BY THE CHAMBER 
TO PICK UP A MAP OF THE 
GREATER PORTAGE AREA!

6340 E. MAIN ST. SUITE A
PORTAGE, IN, 46368

WWW.PORTAGEINCHAMBER.COM
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Let The Greater Portage Chamber of Commerce Help You Make 
the Connections & Resources Needed For Business Success. 

OUR MISSION
To support our community and enhance 
growth, connections, and opportunities 
in a business-friendly environment for 

new and existing members.

OUR VISION
To be recognized as a reliable resource 

that is integral to the success 
of our business community.

OUR GOAL
To build a stronger 

business community.

Quality Training & Educational Opportunities.
Economic Growth in bringing business to
the area by promoting touism and events.

Member to 
Member Discounts 
increase your 
buying power!
Businesses can offer a
discount for products
and services.

We advocate on 
your behalf! Gain a 
say in what happens
through the Chamber’s
advocacy efforts.

STAND OUT and
GET NOTICED as 
an active member of
your community!

It’s NOT just who you know, it’s who others know!
Networking is powerful!

Your reputation 
matters! Chamber 
membership is respected
by the community!

Network

Growth

Vi
sib
ilit
yDiscounts

Vo
ice

Credibility

Invest in your business and your community & BECOME A PORTAGE CHAMBER MEMBER TODAY!

219-762-3300  |  portageinchamber.com

AMBULANCE 
South Haven

219-759-3919

POLICE
Portage Police Dept

219-762-3122
6260 Central Ave

www.portagein.gov

Porter County Sheri�
219-477-3000

2755 SR 49 (Valpo)
portercountysheri�.com

Indiana State Police
219-696-6242

FIRE
Portage – Station #1

219-726-7404
3401 Swanson Rd

Portage – Station #2
219-764-5770

6275 Old Porter Rd

Portage – Station #3
219-764-5772
6300 Central Ave

Ogden Dunes
219-762-4125

115 Hillcrest Rd

South Haven
219-759-3919

398 W. 700 N. (Valpo)

In the case of an
EMERGENCY,

ALWAYS

DIAL
9-1-1

EDUCATION (continued)

ADULT EDUCATION

Indiana Univ NW
219-980-6950
iun.edu

Ivy Tech Comm College
219-464-8514
ivytech.edu

Neighbors’ Educational 
Opportunities (NEO)
5201 US Hwy 6
219-850-4448
Neoadulted.org

Purdue University Northwest
219-462-4197 x5505
https://www.pnw.edu/

GOVT OFFICES
Portage License Branch
888-692-6841
5916 Route 6, Portage

Social Security Admin
888-472-6120
219-464-1015

US Postal Service
219-762-6571
2701 Willowcreek Rd

HEALTH CARE
AIDS Hotline
800-342-2437

Alcohol & Drug Abuse
800-252-6465

NorthShore Health Centers
219-763-8112
northshorehealth.org

Poison Control
800-382-9097

Portage St. Mary 
Medical Center Clinic
866-835-0312

Northwest Health 
Portage Campus
219-364-3000

MASS TRANSPORTATION
Northern Indiana Commuter 
Transportation District / 
South Shore
800-356-2079
nictd.com

NON PROFIT ORGS
Council on Aging:  219-464-9736

First Contact:  764-7322

Portage Resale Shop:  
219-764-3375

Portage Twp Food Pantry:  
219-763-4257

Portage Twp YMCA:  
219-762-YMCA
ymcaofportage.org

Porter County Section 8 Housing
800-622-4993

Salvation Army:  219-762-9191

SNAP (Food Stamps):
800-403-0864

WIC:  219-762-3185

Work One:  219-762-6592

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

pcpls.lib.in.us

Portage Public Library
219-763-1508

Porter Cty Public Library
219-462-0524

South Haven Public Library
219-759-4474

TELEPHONE CO.
AT&T: 219-762-2571

Frontier: 855-505-4325

Verizon: 219-762-8055

TOURISM
Porter County Convention, 
Recreation & Visitors Bureau 
(Indiana Dunes Tourism Visitor Center)
219-926-2255
indianadunes.com

UTILITIES
Aqua Indiana, Inc.
www.aquaamerica.com

AT&T:  219-762-2571

Indiana-American Water Co.
219-886-3770
650 Madison, Gary

NIPSCO:  219-464-7726
nipsco.com

Portage Utility Services – 
Trash, Stormwater Billing
219-762-7784
www.portagein.gov

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
Portage Unit
219-762-4613

Porter County
219-464-7282

South Haven
219-759-2565

ECONOMIC DEV
AmeriPlex at the Port
219-841-6416
holladayproperties.com/contact

Center of Workforce Innov
219-462-2940
innovativeworkforce.com

NW Indiana Forum
219-763-6303

NWI Small Bus Dev Center
219-838-0176
nwisbdc.org

Portage EDC (Economic 
Development Corp.)
219-762-9761
portagein.org

Port of Indiana
219-787-8636
portsofindiana.com/poi/
burns_harbor/overview.cfm

EDUCATION
PUBLIC EDUCATION 

Discovery Charter School
219-983-9800
800 Canonie Dr
Porter IN 46304

Neighbors’ New Vistas
High School (grades 9-12)
219-850-4448
5201 US Hwy 6

Portage Township 
Schools Admin
219-762-6511
portage.k12.in.us 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Nativity of Our Savior School 
(grades K-8)
219-763-2400
2929 Willowcreek Rd

Portage Christian School 
(grades PK-12)
219-762-8962
3040 Arlene St

South Haven Christian School
(grades PK-6)
219-759-5313
786 Juniper Rd (Valparaiso)

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
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Whether you are building, buying, selling or trading, 
there is only one place to turn: PORTAGE REAL ESTATE, 
INC. & HATCH CONSTRUCTION. We have been a Top 
Sales and Listing Agency since 1979. Our professionals 
will sit down with you and work out the best possible 
plan to help you make the move you want to make.

HATCH CONSTRUCTION
(219) 762-2800
www.realtor.com
www.gniarmls.com

LEO HATCH, JR.
leohatchjrpre@yahoo.com

Mobile: (219) 395-6100

▶ President, Principal Broker,  
 Owner, Manager, Notary  
 Public (On-Site)

▶ 43 years of experience as a  
 Licensed Real Estate Broker.

O�ce Lines: (219) 762-2186 
(219) 762-2187

    (219) 762-2188

Fax:   (219) 762-4922

Established 1960

3179 Willowcreek Road, Portage

• Call us for a FREE MARKET ANALYSIS on your home!

• List your home at 5% commission; 30 day listing.

• Receive a FREE HOME WARRANTY! when you list  
 your home with Portage Real Estate:

Ph: (219) 762-2186  
www.portagerealestateinc.com

John C. Hatch 
Broker Associate 
(since 1977)
(219) 262-4693

Jaime Ontiveros
Broker Associate
(219) 309-1317

Lori Staack
Broker Associate
(219) 242-5047

Theodore Uzelec, Sr.
Broker Associate,
FHA Certi�ed Appraiser
(219) 742-2827 or
(219) 764-7931

Melissa Wroblewski
Broker Associate
(219) 262-4477

Whatever you need in buying or selling a home,
▶ We make it happen!

CELEBRATING
62 YEARS OF
EXCELLENCE!

WE MAKE
IT HAPPEN!

WE LOVE
REFERRALS!

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE BUSINESS




