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community just 25 miles away from the hustle and bustle of Chicago.  With its serene area beaches 
and parks, Portage seems like a world away from the big city.  Visitors can tour the nearby Indiana 
National Lakeshore, which became the Indiana Dunes National Park on February 15, 2019, which 
offers camping, boating, swimming, picnicking, hiking and nature viewing.  

Our new downtown Founders Square is a must see.  Located off of Central Avenue, this area 
consists of an entertainment pavilion, splash pad, Police Dept., Fire Station and a handicap 
accessible park called Hannah’s Hope Park.  The Promenade, also located in Founders Square, 
encompasses business and residential opportunity including the new Portage Chamber of 
Commerce establishment.   Founders Square is a beautiful place to enjoy the market, movies, 
festivals in the park and car shows.  

Portage has emphasized diversified growth as evidence of a healthy mix of commercial and 
industrial development, especially on the North side in our Ameriplex at the Port Development.   
The South side of Portage continues to grow with a booming uprising of retail establishments.  
Our school district is second to none serving over 8,000 students in the district.

A strong business community means a strong 
overall community, so the Portage Chamber of 
Commerce always urges consumers to consider 
supporting local businesses as much as possible.   
We are here to help our businesses survive and 
thrive, especially during these difficult times.  
If you are interested in becoming part of our 
committed organization educating, advocating, 
exposing small businesses, please contact the 
Portage Chamber of Commerce at 219-762-3300.

If you are new to the city of Portage and/or are 
interested in locating here, you will find a world of 
information in this Community Profile Publication 
brought to you thru the efforts of the Greater 
Portage Chamber of Commerce.

Nancy Simpson, Executive Director
Portage Chamber of Commerce
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Welcome to the City of Portage!  Whether you are a life-long resident, a business 
owner, or just visiting, we are happy to have you here. 

Portage has numerous amenities to offer, including location! We are conveniently 
located just 40 miles southeast from Chicago and about 60 miles west of South Bend. 
We are accessible from the Indiana Tollway, I80/94 and the South Shore Commuter 
Rail Line. To our north, we house the Ports of Indiana, where we proudly welcome 
vessels from all over the globe! We also have access to beautiful Lake Michigan, 
which offers many water activities such as fishing, boating and hiking. 

If you crave more outdoor activities, Portage maintains 15 scenic parks and over 10 
miles of paved trails. All of our parks offer a unique experience including Founder’s 
Square Park where you’ll find Hannah’s Hope Playground, our all-inclusive park for kids 
of all ages and abilities and for those sweltering hot summer days, families can also 
enjoy the Splash Pad located on those same park grounds! The city also serves as host 
to many year round festivals featuring local produce, arts & crafts, music and holidays.

Portage is also home to many retail shops, 
commercial industries and restaurants. You’ll 
find something for everyone in our city; from 
Bass Pro Shops in AmeriPlex to the north 
to Kohl’s and Wal-Mart to the south, with 
plenty of options for entertainment, food and 
necessities in between! 

The safety and well-being of our residents 
and visitors is a top priority. Our Police and 
Fire Departments are second to none; and we 
strive to provide the most current technology, 
equipment and training available to our 
amazing personnel. We are extremely proud of 
our city workforce and community!

I hope whatever reason brings you to Portage, 
that you have a safe and enjoyable experience. To our residents, thank you for your 
trust and pride in our community and to visitors, please visit us again. I’m sure you’ll 
agree, that Portage is a great place to live, work and play!

Sincerely, 
 

Sue I. Lynch, Mayor
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37th Annual 
FALL SWING - GOLF OUTING

FRI, SEPT 11, 2020 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

ROBBINHURST GOLF COURSE
383 West 875 North, Valparaiso

6th Annual 
CAR SHOW & FUNDRAISER

THURS, AUG 20, 2020 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

RITTENHOUSE VILLAGE AT  
PORTAGE SENIOR LIVING
6235 Sterling Creek Rd, Portage17th Annual  

PORTAGE COMMUNITY  
& BUSINESS NIGHT

THURS, JULY 16, 2020 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

FOUNDERS SQUARE – OUTDOORS
6300 S Founders Square (Portage)
(Woodland Park if inclement weather)

PORTAGE BREWFEST

SAT, SEPT 19, 2020 
4:00 PM – 9:00 PM

OPEN AIR PAVILION
Riverwalk Drive, Portage

ANNUAL CHAMBER 
NETWORK NIGHT

THURS, OCT 15, 2020 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

PORTER COUNTY EXPO CENTER
215 East Division Road, Valparaiso

4th Annual
FISH ON – PORTAGE 
FISHING & OUTDOOR SHOW

SAT, FEB 27, 2021 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

SUN, FEB 28, 2021 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

WOODLAWN PARK
2100 Willowcreek Road, Portage

COMING UP

2021

ANNUAL BANQUET

FRI, NOV 13, 2020

WOODLAND PARK
2100 Willowcreek Road, Portage

Chamber  Events

Portage Chamber is proud to partner with the following 
businesses in our community. With many thanks to:
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Labor Force Statistics

Population 16 years and over

Total Population in Labor Force

Total Number Employed

Total Population Not in Labor Force

City of Portage Ogden Dunes South Haven

	 29,709

	 18,568

	 17,354

	 11,141

	 100.0%

	 62.5%

	 58.4%

	 37.5%

	 1,056

	 660

	 592

	 396

	 100.0%

	 62.5%

	 56.1%

	 37.5%

	 4,006

	 2,532

	 2,372

	 1,474

	 100.0%

	 63.2%

	 59.2%

	 36.8%

Occupation City of Portage Ogden Dunes South Haven

Management, Business, Science & Arts

Service

Sales and Office

Natural Resources,  
Construction & Maintenance

Production, Transportation &  
Materials Moving

	 4,689

	 3,668

	 3,625

 
	 1,812

 
	 3,560

	 27.0%

	 21.1%

	 20.9%

 
	 10.4%

 
	 20.5%

	 410

	 18

	 82

 
	 23

 
	 59

	 69.3%

	 3.0%

	 13.9%

 
	 3.9%

 
	 10.0%

	 462

	 523

	 535

 
	 426

 
	 426

	 19.5%

	 22.0%

	 22.6%

 
	 18.0%

 
	 18.0%

Housing Occupancy City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven

Total Housing Units

Occupied Housing Units

Vacant Housing Units

Median Value

15,394

14,570

824

100.0%

94.6%

5.4%

19,331

18,225

1,106

100.0%

94.3%

5.7%

608

498

110

100.0%

81.9%

18.1%

1,937

1,876

61

100.0%

96.9%

3.1%

$144,900 $142,600 $356,900 $116,000

Income Information City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven

$54,245

$67,882

$26,393

$53,868

$34,922

$56,516

$67,577

$27,067

$54,917

$35,000

$110,357

$128,438

$64,408

$103,977

$73,977

$50,617

$56,906

$21,433

$45,428

$31,464

Median Household Income

Median Family Income

Per Capita Income

Median Male:  Full-Time, Yearly

Median Female:  Full-Time, Yearly

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing  
and Hunting & Mining

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transportation & Warehousing & Utilities

Information

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate,  
Rental & Leasing

Professional, Scientific, Management,  
Administrative, Waste Mgt. Services

Education, Health Care & Social Assistance

Arts, Entertainment, Recreation,  
Accommodation & Food Services

Other Services, except Public Admin.

Public Administration

Industry City of Portage Ogden Dunes South Haven

	  
	 52

	 992

	 3,181

	 286

	 1,832

	 1,262

	 322

	  
	 725

	  
	 1,350

	 3,576

	  
	 2,186

	 936

	 654

	  
	 0.0%

	 5.7%

	 18.3%

	 1.6%

	 10.6%

	 7.3%

	 1.9%

	  
	 4.2%

	  
	 7.8%

	 20.6%

	  
	 12.6%

	 5.4%

	 3.8%

	  
	 10

	 16

	 86

	 27

	 26

	 7

	 3

	  
	 49

	  
	 106

	 217

	  
	 13

	 25

	 7

	  
	 2.0%

	 2.7%

	 14.5%

	 4.6%

	 4.4%

	 1.2%

	 0.5%

	  
	 8.3%

	  
	 17.9%

	 36.7%

	  
	 2.2%

	 4.2%

	 1.2%

	  
	 27

	 252

	 315

	 27

	 409

	 162

	 34

	  
	 65

	  
	 140

	 377

	  
	 267

	 199

	 98

	  
	 1.0%

	 10.6%

	 13.3%

	 1.1%

	 17.2%

	 6.8%

	 1.4%

	  
	 2.7%

	  
	 5.9%

	 15.9%

	  
	 11.3%

	 8.4%

	 4.1%

Population Information City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven

Total Population

Male

Female

Median Age (years)

Under 18

18-64

65 and older

Population Estimates

Total Population (2013)

Total Population Change (range)

36,859

17,713

19,146

100.0%

48.1%

51.9%

47,222

22,817

24,405

100.0%

48.3%

51.7%

1,123

582

541

100.0%

51.8%

48.2%

5,159

2,641

2,518

100.0%

51.2%

48.8%

8,369

23,170

5,320

36,752

107

22.7%

62.9%

14.4%

 

0.3%

11,033

29,454

6,735

 

47,153

69

23.4%

62.4%

14.3%

0.1%

142

652

329

1,206

-83

12.6%

58.1%

29.3%

 

-6.9%

1,292

3,226

641

5,093

66

25.0%

62.5%

12.4%

 

1.3%

38.6 38.1 56.3 37.1

Household Statistics City of Portage Portage Township Ogden Dunes South Haven

Total Households

Total Families

Homes with Own Children Under 18

Married Couple Family Households

With Own Children Under 18

Non Family Households

Householder Living Alone

Householder 65+ Living Alone

Average Household Size

Average Family Size

Households with Individuals < 18

Households with Individuals > 60

Total # of Owner-Occupied Households

Total # of Renter-Occupied Households

14,570

9,716

4,385

6,361

4,406

4,854

3,902

1,353

100.0%

66.7%

30.1%

43.7%

30.2%

33.3%

25.7%

10.1%

18,225

12,590

5,566

8,444

5,658

5,635

4,557

1,650

100.0%

69.1%

30.5%

46.3%

31.0%

30.9%

24.6%

9.8%

498

363

78

334

69

135

115

55

100.0%

72.9%

15.7%

67.1%

13.9%

27.1%

21.8%

9.8%

1,876

1,369

517

940

576

507

428

167

100.0%

73.0%

27.6%

50.1%

30.7%

27.0%

25.6%

9.4%

GREATER PORTAGE, INDIANA
DEMOGRAPHIC INFO  |  2018

2.51 2.58 2.26 2.74

3.19 3.09 2.63 3.19

4,903

3,741

9,843

4,727

33.7%

25.7%

67.6%

32.4%

6,288

4,712

12,705

5,520

34.5%

25.9%

69.7%

30.3%

69

218

472

26

13.9%

43.8%

94.8%

4.3%

616

467

1,283

593

32.8%

24.9%

68.4%

30.6%
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The City of Portage’s government consists of a Mayor, a Clerk-Treasurer, a seven-member common 
council, and a staff with a budget for police, fire, street and sanitation, parks, public works, 
community planning and development, water reclamation, and administrative services.

CITY HALL:	 6070 Central Ave, Portage 46368 
				    www.ci.portage.in.us

MAYOR:	
	 Sue Lynch (D)     
	 Ph: 219-762-5425 
	 Fax: 219-762-1484 
	 slynch@portage-in.com    

CLERK-TREASURER:
	 Nina Rivas (D)   
	 Ph: 219-762-7784 
	 Fax: 219-763-9607 
	 nrivas@portage-in.com

PORTAGE TWP TRUSTEE:
Brendan Clancy (D) 
Ph: 219-762-1623 
Fax: 219-763-9658 
brendan.clancy@
portagetrustee.org    

PORTAGE TWP BOARD:
Billy Coker (D)
Nikita Monola (D)
Lori Wilkie (D)

CITY COUNCIL
 www.porterco.org

1st District:	 Gina Giese-Hurst (D)
	 219-406-1413  
	 ggiesehurst@portage-in.com
 
2nd District:	 Patrick Clem (D)	
	 219-628-1448 
	 pclem@portage-in.com
 
3rd District:	 Scott Williams, President (D)	
	 219-689-8348 
	 swilliams@portage-in.com
 
4th District:	 Brian Gulley (D) 	
	 219-789-2569 
	 bgulley@portage-in.com

5th District:	 Collin Czilli, Vice Pres.(D) 	
	 219-254-2103 
	 cczilli@portage-in.com
 
AT-LARGE:	 Deb Podgorski (D)	
	 219-742-7527 
	 dpodgorski@portage-in.com
 
AT-LARGE:	 Ferdinand Alvarez (D) 	
	 219-902-9121 
	 falvarez@portage-in.com
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>> Government continued on page 17
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PORTER COUNTY OFFICIALS:
Assessor: 	 Jon M. Snyder (R)  
Auditor: 	 Vicki Urbanik, CPA, CGFM (D)
Clerk: 	 Jessica Bailey (D)  
Coroner: 	 Cyndi Dykes (R)  
Prosecutor: 	 Gary Germann (D)  
Recorder: 	 Chuck Harris (R)
Sheriff: 	 David M. Reynolds (D) 
Surveyor: 	 Kevin D. Breitzke (D)  
Treasurer: 	 Michelle Clancy (D)

PORTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:  
District 3 (North): 	 Jim Biggs (R)  
District 2 (Center): 	 Jeff Good (R) 
District 1 (South):	 Laura Shurr Blaney (D) 

PORTER COUNY COUNCIL:  
1st District: 	 Bob Poparad (D)   
2nd District: 	 Jeremy Rivas, Pres. (D)  
3rd District: 	 Greg Simms (D)  
4th District: 	 Mike Jessen (R)  
At-Large: 	 Jeff Larson (R)   
At-Large: 	 Sylvia Graham (D)  
At-Large: 	 Dan Whitten (D)

PORTER COUNTY SUPERIOR / CIRCUIT 
COURT JUDGES: 

Superior Court 1:	 Roger V. Bradford (R) 
Superior Court 2: 	 Jeffrey Clymer (R)
Superior Court 3: 	 Michael Drenth (R)
Superior Court 4: 	 David Chidester (D)
Superior Court 5: 	 Mary DeBoer (R) 
Superior Court 6: 	 Jeffery Thode (R)

PORTER COUNTY GOV’T
 www.porterco.org

GOV: 	 Eric Holcomb (R)
LT GOV:	 Suzanne Crouch (R)
ATTY GEN:	 William Barr  (R)
US SENATORS:	 Mike Braun (R) 
			   Todd Young  (R)

FEDERAL GOV’T
 www.usa.gov

STATE OF INDIANA GOV’T
 www.in.gov

REPRESENTATIVES: 
1st District: 	 Peter J. Visclosky (D)
2nd District:	 Jackie Walorski (R)
3rd District:	 Jim Banks (R)
4th District:	 James Baird (R)
5th District:	 Susan Brooks (R)
6th District:	 Greg Pence (R)
7th District:	 André Carson (D)
8th District:	 Larry Bucshon (R)
9th District:	 Trey Hollingsworth (R)
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>> Government continued from page 15
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Woodland Park Has Several Bar Packages 
Available To Fit Your Needs and Your Budget. 

(Please note that prices subject to change.)

Call the Portage Parks Dept for more Info:  
(219) 762.1675

www.inportageparks.com
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Package A

Open Bar
$16/Person 

Package A Includes:  

Absolute Vodka, Bacardi 
Rum, Malibu Caribbean Rum, 
Southern Comfort, Captain 

Morgan Spiced Rum, Beefeater 
Gin, Seagram’s VO, Jack 

Daniel’s, Jim Beam, Tanqueray 
Gin, Jose Cuervo Tequila, J & B 
Scotch, Emmet’s, Desaronno, 
Peach, Cherry, Apple & Butter 

Schnapps, 2 Red Wines, 
4 White Wines, Your Choice 
of 2 Domestic Draft Beers

Open Bar
$12/Person

Package B Includes: 

Skol Vodka, Rondiaz Rum, 
Rondiaz Spiced Rum, Phillips 
Kentucky Blended Whiskey, 

Karkov Gin, Kingston Coconut 
Rum, Durango Tequila, 

Gionelli Amaretto, Peach, Butter 
& Apple Schnapps, 2 Red Wines, 
4 White Wines & Your Choice of 

2 Domestic Draft Beers

Package B

Beer & Wine Bar
$9/Person

Package C Includes:  

Bottled Wines – Merlot, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Chardonnay, Moscato, Pinot 
Grigio, Your Choice of 

2 Domestic Draft Beers

Package C

If you have 100 or more adult guests for packages A, B, or C, one 
bartender and one security officer are included in your package.  
Prices may change based on number of guests.  

Prices are based on guests 21 & over; anyone under 21 will be 
charged $2 for unlimited soda.

Cash Bar
You pay $300 for one bartender 

and one security officer. Your 
guests will be responsible for 

paying for their drinks.

Package D

Soda Bar
You pay $50 for a server 

and $2/person for 
unlimited soda.

Package E
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BUILDING  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 4204

The function of the Building Department is to 
promote public safety by enforcing building 
standards. Building Department services include:

CONTRACTOR LICENSING: 
Contractors and sub-contractors must be licensed, 
bonded and insured to work in the City of Portage.

PLAN REVIEW:
Construction plans are reviewed for compliance 
with state and local requirements.

BUILDING PERMITS:  
Permits authorize construction and inspections.

INSPECTIONS:  
Construction is inspected for conformance with 
the plan, the permit and with state and local 
building codes. 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 9761

This Department guides the physical and economic 
development of Portage by providing services like 
planning, zoning, development review, subdivision 
control ordinance, etc. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 5425

Emergency Management is charged with 
updating our City’s emergency response plans, 
coordinating efforts during disasters or other 
citywide emergencies and ensuring all personnel 
have received federally required National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) training. 

Blackboard Connect enables city officials to quickly 
deliver critical messages, including emergency 
alerts and important city announcements, via 
phone, text and email. There is absolutely no cost 
for you to subscribe and the information is secure 
and not used for any other purposes.

FIRE  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 7404

TIM SOSBY, FIRE CHIEF
 
Portage Fire Department consists of 62 full time, 
career EMT/Firefighters of which 53 are also 
Paramedics. We respond to over 4500 emergency 
calls annually from three staffed fire stations. 
 
Portage Fire has a Class 3 Fire Protection Rating 
while providing fire prevention and investigation 
services, water rescue capabilities and tactical 
paramedics to assist the Portage Police SWAT team.

>> Departments continued on page 23
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PARKS & RECREATION  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 1675

Portage Parks provides quality recreation programming 
for people of all ages and abilities. Our 15 parks and trail 
system offer 612 total acres for the enjoyment of our 
community throughout the seasons.

POLICE  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 3122

MIKE CANDIANO , CHIEF OF POLICE
 
Portage Police Dept. is comprised of 68 sworn officers,  
14 reserve officers, seven civilians, and four Chaplains. 
 
Our Divisions include: Administration, Patrol, Detective 
Bureau, Community Relations, Records & Police Reserves. 
 
Specialty Assignments include: SWAT, K9, Crash 
Investigations, Hostage Negotiations, School Resource 
Officer, Arson Investigations, Bike Patrol, Field Training 
Officers, Range Instructors, Emergency Vehicle Operations 
Instructors, and assignments to the Porter County Drug Task 
Force, U.S. Marshall’s Fugitive Task Force, and ATF Violent 
Crimes Task Force.
 
We have two full-time Code Enforcement Officers as well as 
two full-time Animal Control Officers on our team.

SAMMIE L. MALETTA
PUBLIC MARINA  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 763 - 6833

Launch your boat, fish, or grab drinks, snacks and marine 
supplies from our City Marina, which also offers boat slips, 
restrooms and picnic areas.

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 841 - 6428

Redevelopment activities are planned, financed and 
managed by a five-member Redevelopment Commission 
which was established in 1984.

STREETS & SANITATION  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 4564
psd@portage-in.com

Our Streets & Sanitation Department is responsible for 
Recycling & Trash Collection, Leaf & Limb Pick-Up, Snow 
Plowing and Road Maintenance.

UTILITIES  

D E P A R T M E N T 	 762 - 2016

Our Field Department maintains 175 miles of sewer lines, 
over 2000 manholes, and a large number of sanitary lift 
stations and storm water lift stations. They also manage 
storm water runoff to help keep polluted storm water from 
being discharged into local rivers and streams. The Plant 
Department treats wastewater.

	 Portage Field:	 763-2986
	 Portage Plant:	 762-1301
	 Utilities Billing:	 762-7784

Departments
<<  Continued from page 20
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(219) 762-9761

Amy Parker, Executive Director
aparker@portagein.org
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The Portage Economic Development organization (Portage EDC) will 
provide full service support for the development, growth, success, 
attraction and innovation of businesses in Portage. We will be 
recognized as a community leader through partnerships, facilitation 
technological development / training, regional collaboration and 
helping to build a skilled workforce. We are the trusted premiere 
choice for business opportunities, economic development and 
partnership. We support a quality of life in the Portage community.

 OUR VISION

Business Retention, Expansion & Attraction

 OUR MISSION
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t PLATINUM MEMBERS
IBEW Local 531

NIPSCO

Northshore Health Centers

MonoSol LLC

Porter Regional Health Systems

GOLD MEMBERS
Centier Bank

Horizon Bank

Port of Indiana, Burns Harbor

St. Mary's Medical Center

SILVER MEMBERS
Aquestive Therapeutics

Barton Malow Company

Holladay Properties

Indiana American Water Co.

Konrady Plastics

McColly/Bennett Commercial  
Real Estate

Meridian Title Corporation

NLMK Indiana

PSC Machining & Engineering, Inc. 

Ratner Steel Supply Company

The Ross Group

Samuelson Insurance Agency

BRONZE MEMBERS
Covanta

First State Bank of Porter

Hodges & Davis PC

Ozinga Concrete

Pangere Corporation (The)

Vidimos Inc.

Yongli America

MANY THANKS TO OUR 
MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT

	NEW BUSINESS 
			 

ATTRACTION

Our Economic Development Services 	
for the Greater Portage Area Include:

•	 Site Marketing
•	 Site Selection
•	 Gov’t / Business Intermediary
•	 Local Incentive Assistance

•	 Facility Expansion
•	 New Equipment
•	 Training Facilitation Assistance
•	 Identification of Additional Resources	
•	 Meetings & Educational Events
•	 Workforce Readiness

EXISTING BUSINESS 
	RETENTION & EXPANSION
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COUNTRYSIDE PARK

OAKWOOD HALL

SYCAMORE HALL

To reserve a venue for your next event call us or visit us online!

219.762.1675   |   www.inportageparks.com

We have the venue for any event. From the 
elegant and refined to the noisy and colorful, 
Woodland Park, Countryside Park and 
Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk have the 
facilities and the staff to help make your next 
event a huge success!

▶	WOODLAND PARK  
	 COMMUNITY CENTER
	 2100 Willowcreek Road, Portage

•	 OAKWOOD HALL
	 Accommodates up to 650 guests

•	 SYCAMORE HALL
	 Accommodates up to 160 guests

•	 WOODLAND PARK — BLUE SPRUCE
	 Accommodates up to 65 guests

▶	COUNTRYSIDE PARK
	 5250 US Highway 6, Portage

•	 COUNTRYSIDE HALL
	 Accommodates up to 90 guests

▶	PORTAGE LAKEFRONT
	 100 Riverwalk Drive, Portage

•	 PORTAGE LAKEFRONT & RIVERWALK  
	 PAVILION/CLASSROOM
	 Accommodates up to 50 guests.

	 Limited to:
•	 Wedding Ceremonies and Receptions
•	 Bridal/Baby Showers
•	 Retirement Celebrations
•	 Meetings and Workshops
•	 A Special Use Permit is required from  
	 the National Park Service

Rental Halls

>> Rental Facilities continued on page 28
PORTAGE LAKEFRONT & RIVERWALK
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To reserve a venue for your next event call us or visit us online!

219.762.1675   |   www.inportageparks.com

Picnic Shelter Rentals

▶	WOODLAND PARK SHELTERS
	 •	 Mohawk	 •	 Ottawa	
	 •	 Tomahawk	 •	 Wigwam
	 •	 Arrowhead

▶	 IMAGINATION GLEN SHELTER
	 •	 West

•	 Imagination Glen Softball Complex
•	 Imagination Glen Soccer Complex
•	 Imagination Glen Trails
•	 Woodland Park Indoor Soccer
•	 Countryside Practice Field
•	 Prairie Duneland Trail
•	 Iron Horse Trail

Sports Facility Rentals

SHELTERS	 CAPACITY	 RESIDENT	 NON-RESIDENT
	 			  FEE	 FEE
Ottawa	 100	 $125	 $150

Arrowhead	 50	 $85	 $105

Tomahawk	 50	 $85	 $105

Wigwam	 50	 $85	 $105

Mohawk	 50	 $85	 $105

Imagination Glen	 50	 $50	 $75

Gilbert Park	 75	 $60	 $75

Woodland	 300+	 $500	 $600
Park Grounds
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♦	 OPEN AIR PAVILION
Riverwalk Drive, Portage
Accommodates up to 480 guests.

Our Open Air Pavilion is ideal for 
picnics, corporate events, etc.

•	 Weekend rentals:  Fri/Sat/Sun

•	 Rental fee:  $800 flat for both 
residents and non residents 

•	 Kitchenette and bathrooms 



RISE, SHINE & 
LEARN

2nd Thurs of each month 
7:30 AM 

at Best Western
MIDWEEK

MINGLE

4th Wed of each month 
4 PM – 6 PM 

Locations rotate each
month to a member’s

business
LAMPPOST

HOLIDAY 
BANNERS

Nov – Jan 
Banners are placed 
along Central Ave &  

Founders SquareAMBASSADOR
COMMITTEE

MEETING

2nd Mon of each month 
8:00 AM  

(Location varies) PORTAGE 
PRESS

Our E-Newsletter is  
delivered every Wed. 
Share your business  

news with the  
community!

Membership Benefits
Invest in your business – and our community! – by becoming a 
member of the GREATER PORTAGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

TALK TO 
THE COACH

4th Fri each month 
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
at Portage Chamber

Feature your business at many networking events.

Be recognized in the community through  
State and National Award programs.

Participate in many advertising opportunities.

Link your business to the Portage Chamber website.

Your company's information will be listed online  
in the Portage Chamber business directory.

Participate in legislative conference  
calls on a regular basis with our city,  

county and state officials.

Chamber Member 
OPPORTUNITIES:

FULL CIRCLE  
YOUNG PROS.

3rd Friday of the month
12 PM – 1 PM 

Location alternates  
between Chesterton  

& Portage

We are the central organization which businesses in our community use to promote 
projects, products and services that will benefit residents and other businesses in the 
Portage community.

30 31
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ADULT VOLLEYBALLADULT SOFTBALL

2100 Willowcreek Road, Portage   |   I N P O R TA G E PA R K S . C O M

For more details on our fall sports programs, call the 
City of Portage Parks & Recreation Department:

219-762-1675

YOUTH SOCCER

Fall Sports
2020

Celebrate 125 years of relationship banking by visiting one of our local branches today.

Centier Bank is Indiana’s largest private, family-owned bank, having served hometown banking 
to Indiana businesses and families since 1895. That’s 125 years of local decision making, local 

responsiveness, and local banking solutions delivered to clients across the state. 

MEMBER FDIC1-888-CENTIER | CENTIER.COM
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PORTAGE  
CRUISE NIGHT
Every Tuesday from

JULY 7TH – SEPT. 29TH

5:00 PM – 8:00 PM

WOODLAND PARK 
FRONT (EAST) PARKING LOT

FREE ADMISSION

Join our group at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/

PortageCruiseNight/

Portage Events 
cont. on page 36  >>

THE MARKET  
ON THE SQUARE

Every Friday from
JULY 10TH – SEPT. 11TH

3:00 PM –9:00 PM

FOUNDERS SQUARE 
INDIANA AMERICAN WATER 

AMPHITHEATER

MARKET~ MUSIC ~ 
MOVIES

SEE PAGES 36-37 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

WINE & CANVAS  
AT THE LAKEFRONT

SUNDAY, SEPT 13TH 
5:00PM – 10:00PM

PORTAGE LAKEFRONT &  
RIVERWALK PAVILION

COST:  TBD
Price includes all canvas/

painting supplies, buffet-style 
dinner limited open bar, and a 

beautiful view.

DOORS OPEN:  5:00 PM
PAINTING BEGINS:  6:00 PM
Only 40 tickets will be sold.

**THIS EVENT IS FOR PEOPLE  
21 AND OVER ONLY**

Photo by Susan Kelly-Johnson

FRIDAY EVENINGS 

HAVE BECOME 

A GREAT FAMILY 

EVENING AT THE 

SQUARE!



36 37

▶ THE MARKET
FOUNDERS SQUARE PARK
Vendor booths:  3:00 PM – 9:00 PM

There will be over 20 vendors selling unique 
arts, crafts, breads, jams, locally grown 
organic produce, fresh flowers, handmade 
soaps and lotions, clothes and accessories 
(for you and your four legged friends) – 
and much more!  In addition, local food 
vendors will be selling their specialties  and 
customers' favorites. If you are interested 
in being a vendor, please email Amy 
Armstrong at:  aarmstrong@portage-in.com 
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MARKET~ MUSIC ~ MOVIES

WHERE?
FOUNDERS SQUARE, INDIANA 

AMERICAN WATER AMPHITHEATER
(6300 Founders Square, Portage)

WHEN?
EVERY FRIDAY FROM

JULY 10 – SEPT 11
3:00 PM – 9:00 PM

POP - UP CHALK THE WALK:
MARKET ON THE SQUARE
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2020
5:00PM – 8:00PM
FOUNDERS SQUARE
That's right, Family & Youth Service Bureau is 
partnering with the Portage Parks Department 
to hold a POP-UP CHALK THE WALK at the 
Portage Founders Square Park during the 
Market on the Square for the first time! For 
more information contact info@fysb.org or 
visit www.fysb.org/portage-chalk-the-walk

Portage Events  continued on page 39  >>

JULY 10:		 DAN REISEN

	 JULY 17:		 DJ AND KRIS FROM STOP. DROP.REWIND.

		  JULY 24:		 STRINGS BEYOND DESCRIPTION

			   JULY 31:		 ALLY CHRISTIAN

				    AUG 7:		  DJ AND KRIS FROM STOP. DROP.REWIND.

					     AUG 14:		  KATTHOUSE

						      AUG 21:		  JOHN "DONDO"

							       AUG 28:		  FOR PETE'S SAKE, ACOUSTIC MUSIC

								        SEPT 4:		  STRINGS BEYOND DESCRIPTION

									         SEPT 11:			  DAN REISEN

▶ THE MUSIC
INDIANA AMERICAN WATER 
AMPHITHEATER
Music beings:  6:00 PM 

Head to the amphitheater to enjoy music 
performed live by local musicians. Bands 
take the stage to perform at 6:00 PM.  
(See sidebar to the right for a list of the 
performers.)

JULY 10:  	 FROZEN 2
JULY 17: 	 TEEN BEACH MOVIE
JULY 24:	 TOY STORY 4
JULY 31:	 THE PRINCESS & THE FROG
AUG 7:  	 INCREDIBLES 2
AUG 14:  	 HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL
AUG 21:  	 SHREK
AUG 28:  	 THE RUGRATS MOVIE
SEPT 4:  	 JUDY MOODY AND THE 
			   NOT SO BUMMER SUMMER
SEPT 11:	 TROLLS

▶ MOVIE AT THE PARK
INDIANA AMERICAN WATER 
AMPHITHEATER
Movies start:  at Dusk 

Top off your evening with a family friendly 
movie shown at dusk.  (See sidebar to the 
left for a list of the movies.)
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Events cont.  from  pg.  34

SATURDAY, SEPT 5TH

•	 Labor Day Festival 
	 11:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
	 FOUNDERS SQUARE

SATURDAY, SEPT 19TH

•	 Brewfest (YMCA/Chamber) 
	 4:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
	 OPEN AIR PAVILION
•	 Bacon Fest 
	 FOUNDERS SQUARE

SATURDAY, SEPT 26TH

•	 Germanfest (St. Peters) 
	 FOUNDERS SQUARE

SATURDAY, OCT 3RD

•	 Harvest Festival  
	 FOUNDERS SQUARE

THURDAY, OCT 22ND  
FRIDAY, OCT 23RD &  
SATURDAY, OCT 24TH

•	 Annual Haunted Hayride 
	 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
	 WOODLAND PARK
	 Cost:  $3.00 per ride
	 Under age 3 not recommended

HAUNTED HAYRIDE  
SCENES WANTED

Does your civic club or scout troop 
need to raise money for a special 
project? Gather your friends and 
family members to create, construct, 
and operate a scene for the three-day 
event. You will earn $200 for each 
scene and additional money will be 
awarded for 1st, 2nd & 3rd prize. 

CONTACT THE PARKS DEPT AT 
762-1675 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT.

DADDY-DAUGHTER 
DANCE
NO TICKET SALES AT DOOR!

FEBRUARY 5TH, 2021 
6:00PM TO 8:30PM
WOODLAND PARK, 
OAKWOOD HALL

COST:	 $20 per person

AGES:	 3 and up

The cost includes dinner, beverage, 
dessert, music, a corsage for each 
young lady, and one 5x7 memoir photo.
REGISTRATION OPENS DEC. 1ST.

2021
EVENT

SATURDAY, DEC 5TH

•	 Toys for Tots 
	 PORTAGE POLICE STATION
•	 Kiwanis Chili Luncheon 
	 PORTAGE POLICE STATION
•	 Tree Lighting  
	 PORTAGE POLICE STATION
•	 Christmas Park Lighting  
	 FOUNDERS SQUARE

SATURDAY, DEC 5TH  

& SUNDAY, DEC 6TH

•	 37th Annual Christmas 
	 Craft Show 
	 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
	 SYCAMORE & OAKWOOD  
	 HALLS AT WOODLAND PARK
	 With over 70 quality vendors, this event 
	 is a great place to Christmas shop!  
	 Concessions are available for purchase. 
	 Door prizes are drawn every hour.
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The Town of Ogden Dunes is located to the north of 
Portage and is one square mile in area. It is located to 
the north of Portage on the south side of Lake Michigan, 
with one mile of the Lake Michigan shoreline defining 
the northern border of Ogden Dunes. This small 
residential private beach community is surrounded by 
Indiana Dunes National Park, and has about 600 single 
family homes, a population close to 1,100 people, and 
one small convenience store.

The Town was established when Samuel Reck 
purchased land through the Francis A. Ogden estate in 
1923. In August 1925, the 24 residents of the area voted 
to incorporate as a Town.

Hillcrest Road, which is accessible via US Highway 12, is 
the only road leading you in and out of this quaint town.

The Portage/Ogden Dunes South Shore Train Station is 
located at the Town entrance, giving residents a means 
to ride by rail westward as far as Chicago, Illinois, and 
eastward as far as South Bend, Indiana.

Social life in Ogden Dunes is dominated by Lake 
Michigan beach activities. There are also a significant 
number of very active civic organizations in the Town, 
including the Lions Club, Book Club, Garden Club, 
Prime Timers’, Women’s Club, Historical Society, and 
the Homeowner’s Organization. The Town manages 
several park and recreation facilities, including two 
tennis courts, a soccer field, two tot lots, and numerous 
natural areas that have been set aside for preservation. 
The Ogden Dunes Community Church is located at the 
entrance to Town.

TOWN HALL:  219-762-4125
HOURS OF OPERATION:

Mon – Fri:  8 AM – 3 PM
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s Ogden Dunes is governed by a five 

member council, while the Clerk-
Treasurer and the Chief of Police 
manage day-to-day operations. 
Fire protection is provided by a 
volunteer fire department.

Town Council Members
Ward 1 –Scott Lehman 
Ward 2 – Nate Ball
Ward 3 – Michael Webber
Ward 4 – Carolyn Saxton
Ward 5 – Doug Cannon

Building Commissioner
Patrick Smith:  929-7746

Chief of Police
James Reeder:  762-4125

Clerk-Treasurer
Jean Manna:  762-4125

Fire Chief
Eric Kurtz:  763-1008

Street Manager
Mark Juszczak

Water Works Manager
Chuck Litzkow:  762-2441

40 41
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A PRIVATE AFFAIR CATERING
220 Joliet Rd, Valparaiso, IN 
laine@APA9.com
(219) 405-5930

ACE CATERING & BANQUETS
17800 Lorenz Ave, Lansing, IL
Aceace.org
(219) 588-1800

CLANCY’S CATERING
2542 Portage Mall, Portage, IN 
clancyportage2@hotmail.com
(219) 406-4732

CRONIES
310 S. Main Street, Kouts, IN 
croniesinkouts@gmail.com
(219) 384-8476

LIA’S CATERING
Portage, Indiana
www.liascatering1.com 
liascatering@outlook.com
(219) 781-6707
(219) 331-4722

MEXICO LINDO
5908 US HWY 6, Portage, IN
mexicolindorestaurant@
yahoo.com 
(219) 841-9843

SO GOOD ISLAND GRILL
5973 McCasland Ave, Portage, IN
sogoodislandgril@aol.com
(219) 730-2966

TATE’S
3501 Willowcreek Rd, Portage, IN 
tatesplace@frontier.com
(219) 764-8283

TEXAS ROADHOUSE
6130 US Hwy 6, Portage, IN
(219) 762-5900

TOWN & COUNTRY
6046 Central Ave, Portage, IN
wrightb@s-vt.com
(219) 961-9193

WINDMILL GRILL
2335 W Sycamore St, Kokomo, IN
tom@elitebanquet.com
(765) 453-2500

Our Preferred Caterers Listed Alphabetically 

Preferred Caterers

From the venue rental to the menu, Portage Parks and Recreation wants your event to be a success! 
Below is a list of our favorite caterers:
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POLICE
Portage Police Dept 
762-3122 
6260 Central Ave 
www.ci.portage.in.us

Porter County Sheriff 
477-3000 
2755 SR 49, Valparaiso 
portercountysheriff.com

Indiana State Police 
(800) 552-8917
Local Number 
(219) 769-8459

AMBULANCE
Portage & Ogden Dunes 
763-2455
South Haven 
759-3919

FIRE
Portage – Station #1 
764-5791 
3401 Swanson Rd

Portage – Station #2 
764-5770 
6275 Old Porter Rd

Portage – Station #3 
764-5772 
6070 Central Ave

Ogden Dunes 
762-4125 
115 Hillcrest Rd

South Haven 
759-3919 
398 W. 700 N. (Valpo)
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DIAL 2-1-1  
for

LOCAL RESOURCES
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
Portage Unit.................................762-4613
Porter County.............................. 464-7282
South Haven Unit........................759-2565

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AmeriPlex at the Port................... 841-6416 
holladayproperties.com/contact.htm
Center of Workforce Innovations..462-2940 
innovativeworkforce.com
NW Indiana Forum...................... 763-6303 
nwiforum.org
NW IN Small Business Dev Ctr......838-0176 
nwisbdc.org ......................................................
PEDCO.........................................762-9761 
portagein.org
Port of Indiana............................ 787-8636 
portsofindiana.com/poi/ 
burns_harbor/overview.cfm

EDUCATION
PUBLIC EDUCATION 
Neighbors’ New Vistas  
High School (9-12).......................850-4448 
5201 US Hwy 6  

Portage Township Schools  (Admin)  
portage.k12.in.us................................ 762-6511

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Nativity of Our Savior School (K-8) 
2929 Willowcreek Rd................................763-2400 

Portage Christian School (PK-12) 
3040 Arlene St..................................762-8962 

South Haven Christian School (PK-6) 
786 Juniper Rd (Valpo) ......................759-5313 

ADULT EDUCATION......................763-8005
Indiana University NW................. 980-6950 
iun.edu
Ivy Tech Community College........ 464-8514 
ivytech.edu
Neighbors’ Educational  
Opportunities (NEO).......................850-4448 
Neoadulted.org
Purdue Univ. N.Central......462-4197 x5505 
pnc.edu

GOVERNMENT OFFICES
Portage License Branch................. 762-2216 
3339 Willowcreek Rd
Social Security Admin......... (888) 472-6120
US Postal Service 
762-6571   |   2701 Willowcreek Rd

HEALTH CARE
AIDS Hotline.......................... (800) 342-2437
Alcohol & Drug Abuse.........(800) 252-6465
NorthShore Health Centers............ 763-8112 
northshorehealth.org
Poison Control.........................(800) 382-9097
Portage St. Mary  
Medical Ctr Clinic.................. (866) 835-0312
Porter Portage  
Hospital Campus......................... 364-3000

MASS TRANSPORTATION
Coach USA............................. (800) 248-8747 
nictd.com
N IN Commuter Trans.  
District/South Shore.............(800) 356-2079 
nictd.com

MISC COMPANIES
Council on Aging.............................464-9736
First Contact.................................... 764-7322
Northshore.......................................763t-8112
Portage Resale Shop...................... 764-3375
Portage Twp Food Pantry.............. 763-4257
Portage Twp YMCA........................762-YMCA 
ymcaofportage.org
Porter County  
Section 8 Housing...............(800) 622-4993
Salvation Army................................. 762-9191
SNAP (Food Stamps)............(800) 403-0864
Social Sec. Admin.........................464-1015
WIC....................................................762-3185
Work One.........................................762-6592

PUBLIC LIBRARIES
pcpls.lib.in.us
Portage Public Library.................... 763-1508
Porter County Public Library........462-0524
South Haven Public Library........... 759-4474

TELEPHONE COMPANIES
AT&T...................................................762-2571
Frontier........................................... 1-877-6198
Verizon.............................................762-8055

TOURISM
Porter Cty Convention,  
IN Dunes Tourism  
Recreation & Visitor Center......... 926-2255 
indianadunes.com

UTILITIES
Aqua Indiana, Inc. 
www.aquaamerica.com
Indiana-American Water Co. .......886-3770 
650 Madison, Gary
NIPSCO................................... (800) 464-7726 
nipsco.com 
Portage Utility Services –  
Sanitary and Stormwater............... 762-2016 
www.ci.portage.in.us

PORTAGE CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

762-3300 
portageinchamber.com

info@portageinchamber.com

CITY OF PORTAGE 
762-5425 

ci.portage.in.us

PORTAGE TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEE’S OFFICE 

762-1623 
www.portagetrustee.org

Please note: all area codes are (219) unless otherwise specified.
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Whether you are building, buying, selling or trading, 

there is only one place to turn: PORTAGE REAL ESTATE, 

INC. & HATCH CONSTRUCTION. We have been a Top 

Sales and Listing Agency since 1979. Our professionals 

will sit down with you and work out the best possible 

plan to help you make the move you want to make.

HATCH CONSTRUCTION
(219) 762-2800
www.realtor.com
www.gniarmls.com

LEO HATCH, JR.
leohatchjrpre@yahoo.com
Mobile: (219) 395-6100

▶ President, Principal Broker,  
 Owner, Manager, Notary 
 Public (On-Site)
▶ 41 years of experience as a  
 Licensed Real Estate Broker.

Office Lines: (219) 762-2186 
    (219) 762-2187
    (219) 762-2188

Mobile:    (219) 395-6100

Fax:   (219) 762-4922

Established 1960

3179 Willowcreek Road, Portage

• Call us for a FREE MARKET ANALYSIS on your home!

• List your home at 5% commission; 30 day listing.

• Receive a FREE HOME WARRANTY! when you list  
 your home with Portage Real Estate:

Ph: (219) 762-2186  
www.portagerealestateinc.com

Keith Cunningham
Broker Associate
(219) 810-5342

Carl Gasaway
Broker Associate
(219) 381-5468

Joe Gorbea
Broker Associate
(224) 558-5945

John C. Hatch
Broker Assoc. since 1977
(219) 262-4693

Brenda Huggins
Broker Associate
(219) 628-6989

Jaime Ontiveros
Broker Associate
(219) 309-1317

Jacinda Ross
Broker Associate 
Licensed in Indiana  
and Illinois
(219) 293-2815

Lori Staack
Broker Associate
(219) 242-5047

Theodore Uzelec, Sr.
Broker Associate,
FHA Certified Appraiser
(219) 742-2827 or 
(219) 764-7931

Melissa Wroblewski
Broker Associate
(219) 262-4477

Whatever you need in buying or selling a home, 
 ▶ We make it happen!

CELEBRATING
60 YEARS IN 

BUSINESS

OUR CLIENTS
ARE NUMBER 1!

WE LOVE
REFERRALS!


